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FAITH LEADERS 
PUSH FOR END OF 
DEATH PENALTY 


Some 46 pastors and priests 
have signed a letter sent 

to State Attorney Bernie 
McCabe 
asking him 
to stop 
seeking the 
death pen- 
alty in murder 
cases. It’s no 
coincidence 
that the sign- 
ers, who come from minis- 
tries across the Tampa Bay 
area, are gathering outside 
the Pinellas County Justice 
Center on Good Friday. 
McCabe said he appreci- 
ates their concerns but they 
should take up their issues 
with the Legislature. 

Local, 1B 


Kosher store doing 
brisk business 


Chabad of Clearwater is the 
place for the Jewish faithful 
to stock up on necessary 
supplies ahead of Passover, 
the eight-day celebration 
that begins at sundown 
today. Passover commemo- 
rates the Israelites’ liberation 
from slavery in Egypt. 

Local, 1B 


Nostalgia that 
lacks emotion 


Steven Spielberg’s Ready 
Player One features retro 
references and computer 
generated thrills and spills, 
but it’s missing some of the 
pull of his earlier classics. 
Steve Persall review, 2B 


Bruins take down 
Lightning, 4-2 

Ina battle between the top 
two teams in the Eastern 
Conference, Boston scores 
the victory and moves into 
first place in the process. 
Sports, 1C 


New trial coming 
in ‘Serial’ case 
Adnan Syed, who was con- 


victed of murdering his high 
school sweetheart in 2000, 
became the subject of the 
popular podcast that placed 
doubt on his conviction. 
Nation, 2A 


» 


Chance of storms 


po m ae 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. e pm. 
67° 74° 79° 72° 


30% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


») > 
Check out All Eyes 


See the day’s top 
(a) photo, the week’s 

best image and 
collections of photos from 
news stories at the Times’ 
All Eyes photo gallery at 


sp dk 


tampabay.com/photos. 
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Fans rejoice as the Tampa Bay Rays defeat the Boston Red Sox in the Rays’ home opener on Thursday afternoon. 


Unease amid win 


As the season starts, questions about a new stadium linger. 


TOM 
JONES 
tjones@ 
tampabay.com 


on Thursday. 

And what an opening day it was as 
the local guy — Tampa’s Denard Span — 
returned home and sparked a thrilling come- 
from-behind 6-4 victory against the Red Sox. 

Hope you enjoyed it because there proba- 


RAYS 6 | REDSOX 4 


ST. PETERSBURG — 
sold-out Tropicana Field, all 
spruced up with new turf, 
swanky concourses and bun- 
ting on the railings, hosted 
another baseball opening day 


bly aren’t many opening days left at the Trop. 


ag OPENING DAY = 


š ee or aie ... at least,’ Rays owner Stuart What 
ternberg said. 
Then where? a day 
“Either here or somewhere in Tampa Bay,” For full 
Sternberg said. coverage of 
Hey, at least he didn’t say Montreal or Opening day at 
Nashville. Tropicana Field 
Sorry to interrupt this feel-good start to and Denard 
the 2018 season, but questions still remain Span’s return 
about the long-term future of the Rays in home, see 
Tampa Bay. They’ve needed a new stadium Sports, 1C 


for about 20 years now. And while we'd like 


» See RAYS, 6A 
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Moffitt doctor’s kindness recalled 


The lung cancer specialist died in a fiery 
car crash near his Temple Terrace home. 


BY JUSTINE GRIFFIN 
Times Staff Writer 
TAMPA — Dr. Charles Canaan 
Williams Jr. never gave up hope 
on his patients, even when the 
odds were stacked against them. 
E 70, a lung cancer 
and a senior member 
z ee hase Oncology Pro- 
gram at Moffitt Cancer Center, 
died in a fiery three-car crash 


Wednesday morning not far from 
his home in Temple Terrace. 

His peers, colleagues and 
former patients mourned his 
death on Thursday, taking to 
social media to pay tribute to his 
kind and calm demeanor, even 
when they were in the gravest 
moments of fighting terminal 
cancer cases. 

“The Moffitt family is devas- 


Dr. Charles 
Canaan 
Williams 
Jr., 70, 
focused on 
all types of 
lung cancer 
treatments. 


tated by the loss of Dr. Williams,” 
Alan List, president and chief 
executive at Moffitt Cancer Cen- 
ter, said in an email to the Tampa 
Bay Times. “He has been part 


of our family since the can- 
cer center opened its doors 
back in 1986 and through the 
years has fought courageously 
alongside countless num- 
ber of patients going through 
their cancer journey.” 

Williams graduated from 
medical school at the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh. He com- 
pleted an internal medicine 
residency program and a clin- 
ical fellowship in medical 
» See WILLIAMS, 7A 


Street 

cops to 
shift to 
schools 


The Legislature’s edict 
to provide armed 
officers puts astrain 
on departments. 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
Times Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG — Police 
Chief Tony Holloway has made 
community policing his top pri- 
ority, but says he now must cut 
back on officers dedicated to 
neighborhoods and nuisances, a 
favorite program of residents. 

The chief said it’s the only way 
he can comply with a new state 
law requiring armed officers in 
every public school. 

“T have no choice,” Holloway 
said. “Kids’ safety is first. The 
state reps and the governor said 
this is what we want.” 

Lawmakers passed the mea- 
sure as a response to the mass 
shooting last 
month at Mar- 
jory Stoneman 
Douglas High 
School in Park- 
land that left 
17 dead. It will 
force authori- 
ties statewide 


to put hun- 
dreds of new 
safety offi- 
cers in public 
schools. 


St. Petersburg 
police Chief 

Tony Holloway 
has to staff 33 
more schools. 


Holloway 
called the situation “frustrating” 
and said he worries it will dimin- 
ish the rapport between his offi- 
cers and residents. The depart- 
ment is redirecting more than 
half of its community service 
officers, who work with neigh- 
borhood leaders and homeown- 
ers to build trust and stay on top 
of local issues like car burglaries 
and speeding. 

In total, Holloway said, he has 
to supply 33 new school resource 
officers. The department cur- 
rently provides just 11. 

Police leaders across Florida 
face similar problems. The law 
provides three ways to fill the 
role of a “safe-school officer:” a 
so-called guardian, or trained 
school staff member; a school 
district police officer or security 
guard; or a municipal police offi- 
cer or sheriff’s deputy. 

State Sen. Bill Galvano, a Bra- 
denton Republican and backer of 
the bill, said “there is no require- 
ment that local law enforcement 
entities reassign existing officers 
to cover these duties. 

“The main goal is that each 
facility has at least one person 
who is specifically trained and 
able to respond appropriately 
when students are in danger 
from an assailant,” Galvano said 
in astatement. 

The Pinellas County School 
» See SCHOOLS, 4A 


‘What happened ... was plain wrong 


Sacramento is the latest city to seethe after 
the police shooting of an unarmed black man. 


New York Times 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A 
standing-room-only crowd 
packed into a church Thursday to 
celebrate the life of a 22-year-old 
black man who was shot to death 
by Sacramento police, prompt- 
ing angry protests and a resolve 
to force changes in police depart- 
ments around the country. 

The musical and scriptural cel- 
ebration of Stephon Clark was 
interrupted by his emotional 
brother Stevante, who hugged and 
kissed the casket, led the crowd in 
chants of his brother’s name and 
interjected as other’s spoke. 

The Rev. Al Sharpton hugged 
and consoled him and told the 
crowd not to judge how families 


Police fired 
20 shots 

at Stephon 
Clark, the 
father of two 
who was 
killed ina 
back yard. 


grieve. 

“This brother could be any one 
of us, so let them express and 
grieve,’ Sharpton said as he deliv- 
ered the eulogy with Stevante 
Clark clutching him around the 
neck. “We are proud of them for 
standing up for justice.” 

In the 10 days since Stephon 
Clark, 22, was fatally shot by offi- 
» See CLARK, 10A 


Getty Images 
Steven Ash holds a sign with an image of Stephon Clark as 
he waits in line to enter Clark’s funeral services on Thursday. 


Russia retaliates, 
expels 150 diplomats 


The West had evicted Russians over a poisoning. 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russia 
announced the expulsion of 
more than 150 diplomats, includ- 
ing 60 Americans, on Thursday 
and said it was closing a U.S. con- 
sulate in retaliation for the wave 
of Western expulsions of Russian 
diplomats over the poisoning of 
an ex-spy and his daughter in 
Britain, a tit-for-tat response that 
intensified the Kremlin’s rup- 
ture with the United States and 
Europe. 

The Russian move came as a 
hospital treating Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter, Yulia, said the 
woman was improving rapidly 


and was now in stable condition, 
though her father remained in 
critical condition. 

The Skripals were found 
unconscious and critically ill 
in the English city of Salisbury 
on March 4. British authorities 
blamed Russia for poisoning 
them with a military-grade nerve 
agent, accusations Russia has 
vehemently denied. 

Two dozen countries, includ- 
ing the United States, many EU 
nations and NATO, have ordered 
more than 150 Russian diplo- 
mats out this week in a show of 
solidarity with Britain — a mas- 
» See RUSSIA, 11A 


